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Bravery on High
I have a fear of heights, which made the moment when I had to scramble up the high ropes ladder
at Briarwood Park extra frightening. Our 3 ½ year old daughter is growing bolder by the day, culminating
in her fearlessly careening upwards the day. The high ropes at Briarwood has 3 elements, and no harnesses. Certainly they deemed it low enough to be traversed that way, but my acrophobic self was instantly terrified.
However, in parental protection mode, I walked behind my fearless child as she made her way across
two of the rope elements, before helping her down the rope ladder on the other side. Whether she was
unaware of how high up she was, or was just confident in her ability, we were in awe of her bravery.
On the way home she kept asking us: “Was that brave?” In part, this may have been her coming to an
understanding of the term, yet also, this question may have been her seeking further affirmation. “Yes,
dear, that was VERY brave!”
Being a parent certainly comes with countless theological metaphors, and this one was no exception.
How often have we found ourselves quickly in over our heads, yet still somehow making it through, then,
seeking that word of affirmation: “was that brave?” “Yes, my child,” God responds, “that was VERY brave.”
Church, I’ve had the incredible honor of witnessing you all demonstrate incredible bravery in my 5
years here. Challenge after challenge has been met with immense grace, deep generosity, and thoughtful creativity. It’s not been an easy path, but your faith has sustained us, and will continue to do so. The
next time you find yourself high up on the ropes, accidentally looking down at the ground below, I invite
you to take a deep breath. Feel the Spirit of the Lord fill your lungs, carrying the witness of so many
saints before you. Know that every decision you make, step you take, and prayer you pray are done so in
the name of a God who loves you deeply, who continues to tell you: “My child, you are VERY brave.”
These next 2 months, as your pastor, I truly look forward to celebrating the journey we’ve shared. I
look forward to worshiping together, laughing and crying together, and simply being the church of Christ
in every circumstance. Let’s climb.
Grace and peace,

Pastor Mike will be serving as pastor through the
end of December, 2022. The Way Forward team
will be working with session to ensure a good
transition to the next pastor in the new year.

CLERK’S CORNER

The Session of Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church met for a stated meeting October 16
Action Items:
1. Mike announced that he was in the call process for other churches, and will no longer be pastor at
OPC by January 1, 2023.
2. The Session also received a report from the Way Forward Team. The team will be leading small
group sessions with the congregation for the stewardship season.

SEPTEMBER FINANCIALS

NOVEMBER
BIRTHDAYS

1 – Aubrey Stephenson
11 – Samuel Kim
11 – Donna Poseidon
19 – Gabby Paterson
22 – Grace Kim
24 – Eleanor Davis

P E O P L E I N O U R P R AY E R S

Fran Marshall (friend of Genie Stringer); Carol Dozier (family of Raybun Spelts); Kathy (friend of Donna Poseidon); all those affected by gun violence; the people of Ukraine; all those impacted by Covid-19.
Edyie DaVia; Gib Landes; Bryce Griffith; Bill Balmer; Chris O’Donnell and the medical team at Emory; Mary
Smith; Virginia Quillian; Rev. Shavon Starling-Louis and Rev. Ruth Santana-Grace, Co-Moderators of the
225th General Assembly (2022) Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).
Our condolences to the family of Frank Colladay (friend of Mike Watson).
Prayer requests will remain on the prayer list for one month unless instructed otherwise.

WO R S H I P O N L I N E
Worship services will continue to be streamed at:

facebook.com/opcbrookhaven.

Previous services can be found at:

opcbrookhaven.org/worship-at-home.
Previous virtual choir performances can be found at:

https://opcbrookhaven.org/musicministry
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WO R S H I P
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your
own insight. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will
make straight your paths. Do not be wise in your own eyes;
fear the Lord, and turn away from evil. It will be a healing
for your flesh and a refreshment for your body. Honor the
Lord with your substance and with the first fruits of all your
produce; then your barns will be filled with plenty, and your
vats will be bursting with wine. -Proverbs 3:5-10
October 30 - Stewardship Kickoff, Proverbs 3:5-10
November 6-All Saints, Luke 6:20-31
November 13 -Pledge Dedication, Isaiah 65:17-25
November 20 -Reign of Christ, Luke 23:33–43
God has blessed our church and made us a blessing for others. As we enter this Stewardship season together, we are invited to gratefully respond to God’s grace by trusting in what God can do with and
through us. As we respond, by giving our first fruits, we will find blessings return to us with plenty. This is
especially true in the challenging season that we find ourselves in now.
A vital part of this year’s stewardship season will be a series of small groups led by The Way Forward
Team. The conversations in these groups will discern the support the church needs to continue its work
and ministry. There are plans for three (3) small-group meetings:

Sunday, October 30, after worship in Fellowship Hall
Lunch and childcare will be provided.
Wednesday, November 2, at 7 pm in the sanctuary
Snacks and childcare will be provided.
Thursday, November 3, at 7 pm, Zoom meeting
Sign-in instructions will be provided for those who plan to attend.
Please take time to prayerfully consider pledging for the first time, or increasing your
pledge from last year. We are called to be stewards of the gifts God has given us.
Dedication Sunday is Sunday, November 13. Pledge cards will be mailed to your
home, can be picked up at small group gatherings, or can be filled out online:
https://forms.gle/FRzcyJw4VdJqm8ob9 or by following this QR code:
The OPC Deacons will host our All Saints Day Memorial Service
Sunday, November 6th at 12:30pm in the Memorial Garden to remember and honor persons and special animal companions who
have passed away this year. The service will also be live streamed
on our facebook page. As in previous years, the Deacons will prepare garden rocks with your loved ones' names. Please contact
your deacon or office@opcbrookhaven.org with individuals that
you would like to remember during this service.
Thank you, Deacons: Melody Watson, Eleanor Timmons, Genie Stringer, & Ellen Patrick
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G E T I N VO LV E D
Pre-K through 2nd
Teacher: Gabby Paterson, Julia Price
Location: Raccoon/Owls Classroom (102)
Our youngest children will be using Spark Lectionary
curriculum as they gather to play, pray, and engage
with Bible stories in a new way.
3rd through 6th
Teachers: Matt Kim, Donna Poseidon
Location: Tigers Classroom (206)
Elementary children will be using Spark Lectionary to
dig deep into Bible stories together. Lessons will often
mirror the scripture that will be used in worship.

7th through 12th
Teachers: Grace Cain, Rachel Paterson
Location: Halfway Room
This fall, we are so excited to explore Echo the Story curriculum in youth Sunday School. Echo the Story
will help us engage with the bible as a narrative as we move through the biblical story, exploring a
different key passage each week. We will be asking lots of big questions, reflecting using art and creative writing, and inviting deep conversation as we journey through the story together.
Adults
Location - Library
Adults will be exploring the lectionary preaching text each Sunday through the Feasting on the Word
curriculum. This class is team taught and is always full of lively and insightful conversation.
The stories, scriptures, and traditions of the Christmas
season have been passed down to us throughout the
generations. Many of us enter this season with a swell of
memories and emotions as vast as the cultural and religious rituals this holiday holds. Like a tapestry woven
throughout time, the Christmas story weaves us in—to
remember how God has shown up in the past,
to continue the work of collective liberation, to behold
the presence of God in flesh and bone. -A Sanctified Art
Join us this Advent/Christmas season as we reflect on
the generations that have gone before us, enlivening us to Christ's presence, breaking into our world.
Advent Devotionals will be available by Sunday, November 13th.
November 27-Advent 1, Matthew 1:1-17
December 4-Advent 2, Luke 1:26-38
December 11-Advent 3, Matthew 1:18-25
December 18-Advent 4, Luke 1:39-45; 56-58
December 24-Christmas Eve, Lessons/Carols, Luke 2:1-20
December 25-Christmas, John 1:1-14

November 20th: Hanging of the Greens during the 10am Sunday School
Hour, all are welcome!
November 27th: Worship moves back into the Sanctuary
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I N T H E K N OW
Book Group
"Please consider joining our OPC Book Group on November 14th at 7:00 p.m. for a discussion of the non-fiction book, THE NIGHT WATCHMAN, by Louise Erdrich. This
meeting will be held in the OPC parlor, and we hope you will attend! We want to remind everyone that you are not required to be at every month's Book Group meeting
(most of us find that almost impossible!), but you can drop in and join us whenever possible, or whenever you are interested in a fiction or non-fiction book that we have chosen to read and discuss. You don't even have to have read (or completed) the book-it's just a great time to be with other folks who like books and hear about some good
reads--some new, some not-so-new, but always worth reading and talking about.

Coming up in December, our Book group will meet on Monday, Dec. 12th, and we'll be discussing a nonfiction choice, FUNNY FARM: MY UNEXPECTED LIFE WITH 600 RESCUE ANIMALS, by Laurie
Zaleski. We'll hope to meet in person at the church that evening, too, and spend some pre-Christmas
time together."

NOVEMBER STEWARDS
Date

Opener

Liturgist

Usher

Usher

Nov 6

Terry Price

John Gunter

Mark & Lisa Kelly

Cindy Alexander

Nov 13

Bill Cox

Elizabeth Parks

Jeff & Linda Morris

Amy Chance

Nov 20

Mark Kelly

Jeff Morris

Donna Poseidon

Nov 27

Terry Price Eleanor Timmons Jeff & Amy Chance

Georgia Gunter

Refreshments

Mary Ann
Hawthorne
Jennifer Sterner
Allison

The Serve team will be hosting the annual Alternative Gift Market
at OPC in early December. This is an opportunity to support
OPC's missions while honoring a loved one. Watch for more details soon!
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Youth Group Corner

Dear OPC community,
Happy November! I am so delighted that we are now well into the beautiful
season of changing leaves and cooler weather. Personally, I have been most excited
to bust out my family’s favorite hot chocolate recipe (two cups milk, two cups half and
half, one cup chocolate chips, a little sugar and a few drops of vanilla, heated up on
the stove and topped with peppermint sticks and mini-marshmallows!)
Hot chocolate aside, this has been a great season for youth ministry at
OPC. The youth group kick-off event went well as we played games, shared a meal
and fellowship together, and spent time reflecting on the kind of community we want
to form. Several youth were present at the trunk-or-treat and had a wonderful experience connecting with each other and the wider community. In November, we are so
excited to explore the beauty of creation by going on a short hike together and doing a devotional activity focused on creation care. I am so grateful for all the prayers and support the youth group continues
to receive from the OPC community as we work to create a safe and fun environment for youth and their
supporters to learn and grow together.
All the best,
Grace

Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church
9:45am Sunday School, 11am Worship in the Chapel
404.233.5469 ٠ www.opcbrookhaven.org ٠ info@opcbrookhaven.org

Oglethorpe Presbyterian
Church
3016 Lanier Drive, NE
Atlanta, Georgia 30319
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