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As we prepare for the Sanders’ departure from Oglethorpe 
Presbyterian on Sunday, June 19, we will be celebrating Mar-
thame’s ministry with us and offering him, Elizabeth, Ramsay, 
and Cyrus our well wishes. The session leadership has already 
begun working with the Presbytery to identify and hire an Inter-
im Pastor, and has appointed Steve Allison, Charles Haw-
thorne, and Donna Poseidon to serve as the Interim Pastor 
Nominating Committee. After the Interim Pastor is in place, we 
will form a Pastor Nominating Committee to begin the work of 
identifying our new pastor.    
 
During the time between Marthame's departure and the arrival 
of our Interim Pastor, we will welcome guest preachers in our 
pulpit. 
 
The Session is committed to seeking God's will in all these mat-
ters. We are also committed to openness and transparency 
throughout the pastoral search process. We are in the process 
of forming a Transition Committee to support the congregation 
in the many aspects of the overall search process. A primary 
goal of the Transition Committee is to communicate ongoing 
progress to the congregation.  
 
We are taking the very first steps, including naming the Transi-
tion Committee; and as we do, if you have any questions, 
please contact any member of Session. They are: Cindy Alex-
ander, Steve Allison, Bill Cox, John Gunter, Mary Ann Haw-
thorne, Mike Lopata, Jeff Morris, Elizabeth Parks, and Emily 
Texter. 
 

Potluck Lunch Celebrating the Sanders Family 
 
Following worship on Sunday, June 19, we will have a potluck 
salad lunch to celebrate Marthame, Elizabeth, Ramsay and Cy-
rus as they move into this new ministry. 
 
Please bring a salad or sandwiches to share.  If you can help 
with the set-up or supply drinks or dessert, please contact Jean 
Cox (Technicon.jean@gmail.com). 

Transition Time 
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CHURCH STAFF 
 
Pastoral 
The Rev. Marthame Sanders 
Pastor/Head of Staff 
 
The Rev. Dr. Linda Hawthorne 
Parish Associate 
 
Program and Support 
Cheryl Hartman, C.C.E. 
Office Manager 
Director of Christian Education 
cheryl@opcbrookhaven.org 
 
Dr. Tim Hsu 
Music Director 
tim@opcbrookhaven.org 
 
Alexandria Stephenson 
Communications Assistant 
alexandria@opcbrookhaven.org 
 
Preschool 
404.233.5479 
 
Beverly Moon 
Director 
beverly@oppbrookhaven.org 
 
Lynnette Kachel 
Assistant Director 
lynnette@oppbrookhaven.org 
 

Pastor Emeritus 
The Rev. Dr. Fitzhugh Legerton 
 
Ministers 
All Members of OPC 
 

JUNE AND JULY  
SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

10am Worship 
Sunday School for all ages  
returns in August 
 

Next Deadline 
June 20, 2015 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.opcbrookhaven.org 

The community is our congregation. 

Ayesha (Nomita Thusu's friend); 
Trish Ashby; Roberta Widman (Emily 
Texter's mother); Chantal Jordan; 
Wemette Family (Lorraine Wynn's 
friends); Bradley Bonecutter (Amy's 
brother); Margy Jones, Sr.; Nancy 
Mackenzie (Marthame's friend); Nan-
cy Freeman (Emily Edwards' moth-
er); Virginia O'Donnell (Chris' moth-
er); Condit Lotz, Betsy McLeod, Jean 
Williams (Pat Morrison's friends); 
Jean Chance, Tony Zacek (Chances' 
family); Svetlana Sobolevskaia; Pam 
Whitney; Donna and Pete Brown 
(Austin's parents); Annisa Wyatt; Bet-
ty Dalziel; Cary Hestad (Mimi Averill's 
family); Stacey Calvin's family; Mad-
den Family (Rappoles' friends); Don 
Collier, Billy Hawthorne (Hawthornes' 
friends and family); Jung Soon Park 
(John's mother); Ann Campbell; Rob-
erta DaVia; Janet Larry (Susannah's 
family); Krissie Weeks (Marianne 
Martin's sister); First Presbyterian 
Americus; Cameron Lester; Jarrod 
Finn; Mary Doras, Merritt Pearson, 
Terri Leslie (Jan Thomas' friends); 
Tim Siders, Mick Crouse (Cheryl 
Hartman's friends); Angela Olsen 
(Kristi Stephenson's family); Pat Po-
ley (Mike's mother); Ken Wilkerson 
(Heather Bogle's friend); Jim & Anna 
Coulter; George Konow, Patricia Liv-
ingston, Chris & Dakota Matthews 
(Gunters' family); Robert Dosh, Sam 
Whitfield, Georgia Lozoff, Martha 
Zea, Alan Greene, Roland Greene 
(Steve Greene's friends and family); 
Don Levine (Balmers' friend); Mark 
Heimiller (Kelly Norris' family); Mallo-

ry Kate (Brian Pierce's friend); Hor-
ace Cox (Bill's father); Mary Smith; 
Lee Marley; Mary Shanks; Tyron 
Mackall (Samantha Cassidy's friend); 
Bill Coble; Tim Simons; Joy Rogers, 
Roger Mudd, Kit Young, Julie Bleier, 
Barbara Pinson (Genie Stringer's 
friends & family); Tom Weaver, Phil 
Lord, Sophie Essex (Weavers' 
friends & family); Lee Andrews 
(Elizabeth Sanders' mother); Doug 
Hill (Timmons' family); Tyler Harmon 
(Mary Ann Hawthorne's friend); Brian 
Delinski; Dave Kelley (Diane Ley-
burn's family); Jeff & Erin Schneider, 
Lawrence Docherty (Betty Dalziel's 
friends and family); John Suder; Mary 
Ratliff; Greg Smith, Pat Lee, Jane 
Newton (Kyle Newton's friends and 
family); Al Paul; Mary Zumot; Martha 
Stoy; Journey Night Shelter; Penny 
Hill (Executive Presbyter, Presbytery 
of Greater Atlanta); Heath Rada 
(Moderator, Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.)); Oglethorpe Presbyterian 
Church during our transition. 

DEACONS 

CLERK’S CORNER 
Mary Ann Hawthorne 

Mary Ann Hartman 
(Cheryl’s mother) 

 

Paul Poley 
(Mike’s father) 

 

Nothing in all creation  
will be able to separate us  

from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.   

-Romans 8 

In Memoriam 

The Session met on Sunday, May 
22, and approved the following: 
 Scheduled communion for June 

12 (front lawn), June 26 (chapel), 
and July 31 (chapel) 

 Approved Tim Hsu's summer 
leave from May 29-June 26 using 
paid and unpaid time as permit-
ted in his contract 

 Updated Standard Operating Pro-
cedures and Personnel Policies 

 Authorized replacement of cur-
rent hymnals with Glory to God 
hymnals 

 Approved researching chapel 
renovations as back-up Kinder-
garten space for the Fall 

 Authorized the planning of an all-
church retreat in the Fall 

 
Session meetings are open meetings 
and are usually held the third Sunday 
of every month following worship.  
 
Our open-book policy includes our 
finances and session minutes. 

People in Our Prayers 
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Calendar: June 2016 

Regular Meetings 
(except when noted elsewhere) 

 

Weekly 
Sundays: 
10am Worship  
 
Tuesdays: 
10am Food Pantry at Suthers Center 
8pm Alcoholics Anonymous (FH) 
 
Wednesdays: 
5:15pm Centering Prayer (Parlor) 
6:15pm Handbell Choir (Sanctuary)  
7:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir Room)  
 

Fridays: 
10 am Food Pantry at Suthers Center 
8pm Alcoholics Anonymous (FH) 
 

Monthly 
 

Third Sundays after Worship 
Session Meeting 
 

Fourth Saturdays 
OPC Serves Dinner at Journey 

STEWARDS SERVING 
 
June 5, 10am: 
liturgist: Elizabeth Sanders; ushers/greeters: Kelly Norris, 
Cathy Poley; ushers/counters: Margy Jones, Donna Posei-
don; sound/open: Jean Cox; refreshments: Debbie O’Don-
nell; PowerPoint: Mary Ann Hawthorne; nursery: Kristi Ste-
phenson. 
 
June 12, 10am (communion, Front Lawn): 
liturgist: Donna Poseidon; ushers/greeters: Bill Balmer, 
Emily Texter; ushers/counters: Carl Texter, Margy Jones; 
sound/open: Mark Kelly; refreshments: Diane Leyburn & 
Eleanor Timmons; nursery: Deborah O’Donnell. 
 
June 19, 10am: 
liturgist: Reyn Langwell; ushers/greeters: Linda Morris, Jeff 
Morris; ushers/counters: Bill cox, Georgia Gunter; sound/
open: ______; refreshments: Fellowship Committee; Pow-
erPoint: Mike Poley ; nursery: ________. 
 
June 26, 10am (communion Chapel): 
liturgist: Margy Jones; ushers/greeters: Ruth Walker, Don-
na Poseidon; ushers/counters: Eleanor Timmons, Christo-
pher Soltis; sound/open: Mike Lopata; refreshments: Emily 
Texter; nursery: Rachel Paterson. 
 
July 3, 10am: 
liturgist: John Gunter; ushers/greeters: Ric & William Pat-
erson, Lisa Kelly; ushers/counters: Mark Kelly, Georgia 
Gunter; sound/open: Cortlandt Minnich; refreshments: Ear-
line Willcott; PowerPoint: Kim Crocker; nursery: Jean Cox. 
 
July 10, 10am: 
liturgist: Linda Morris; ushers/greeters: Jeff Chance, Ear-
line Willcott; ushers/counters: Brock Timmons, Amy 
Chance; sound/open: Jeff Morris; refreshments: Jan Thom-
as; PowerPoint: Kelly Norris; nursery: Jen Allison. 
 
July 17, 10am: 
liturgist: Chris Hagler; ushers/greeters: Brett Phillips, Con-
nie Phillips; ushers/counters: Julia Berry, Margy Jones; 
sound/open: Brandon Cassidy; refreshments: Jean Cox; 
PowerPoint: Ric Paterson; nursery: Mark Kelly. 

Calendar Events 
 

Book Club 
Book club will meet Monday June 13, 
at 7pm at Linda Morris’ home. We will 
be discussing Nightingale by Kristen 
Hannah. If you would like more infor-
mation on the OPC book club contact 
Margy Jones (mnjbailey@aol.com) 
 

Monthly Workday 
Our next church workday is Saturday, 
June 11, from 9am to 12pm.  
 

Worship Schedule in June and July 
Front Lawn: June 12 
Chapel: June 26 
Chapel: July 31 
Communion all three Sundays 
 

Habitat for Humanity 
Our Habitat for Humanity build contin-
ues each Saturday through June 25. 
Contact Jeff Chance 
(hawkeyeca@aol.com). 
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ADMINISTRATION 
 Charles Hawthorne 

Financial Summary 

MISSION 
Emily Texter 

Journey Night Shelter 
 

Volunteers are needed the 4th Saturday of each 
month to bring dinner to the homeless shelter. For al-
most 30 years, The Journey Night Shelter at Druid 
Hills Presbyterian Church has provided dinner, hospi-
tality, a shower, a safe night's sleep, breakfast, and 
counselling for up to thirty homeless men who are ac-
tively seeking work. But it's more than bringing dinner 
- it's about encouraging people to seek God's dreams 
and God's best for their lives. Please sign up on the 
bulletin board for 2016. See the new website 
(www.journeyshelter.org).  

 

New American Pathways  
 

OPC hosted a covered dish dinner on Tuesday, May 
24 at 6:30 to learn more about cosponsoring a refu-
gee family through New American Pathways. Emory 
Presbyterian Church will be sharing the sponsorship. 
Learn more about New American Pathways on their 
website (www.newamericanpathways.org). If you are  
interested in working on this exciting new mission, 
contact Emily Texter (emilytexter@bellsouth.net). 
 

Missions Committee at OPC 
 

Mission and outreach are central to our identity at 
Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church. Our mission pro-
grams are a way to serve those in need and also pro-
vide opportunities for us to share our time, talents, 
and resources. To find out more about how you can 
get involved in these missions, contact Emily Texter 
(emilytexter@bellsouth.net). 
 

The Food Pantry 
 

Volunteers are needed on Tuesday morning and Fri-
day morning from 10-12 at the Suthers Center in 
Chamblee. Contact Genie Stringer for more infor-
mation. 
 

Habitat for Humanity 
 

Thank you to Jeff Chance for coordinating this year’s 
Habitat build, and to Linda Hawthorn and Amy 
Chance for bringing lunch to the volunteers on May 
14. There are several more Saturdays in June where 
volunteers are needed.  

Making a Difference 
 
Thank you to all who have contributed toward our asbestos abatement work! We have received 
an anonymous gift for half of the amount already, and we are scheduled to begin work after Memorial Day. 
Your generosity overflows! 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Steve Allison 

Welcome, New Members! 

On Sunday, May 15, we welcomed two confirmands 
into membership. Marisa Lopata and Gabby Paterson 
shared their statements of faith with the Session lead-
ership. 
 
Gabby Paterson: 
I'm a rising 11th grad-
er. I've been home-
schooled my whole 
life.  I love traveling, 
reading, Harry Potter, 
Star Wars, and pretty 
much anything relating 
to art. 
 
I believe in the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit.  
 
I believe that God is always with us. He guides us and 
works in strange ways to answer our prayers and 
questions in the best way. He protects us and accepts 
us for who we are, even when we make mistakes.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, Son of God. I believe that he 
died for our sins, was buried, and rose again. I believe 
in his teachings.  
 
I believe that the Holy Spirit surrounds us and com-
forts us in times of need. I believe that the Holy Spirit 
is a calming presence, it makes us feel safe. We may 
not see it, but we can always feel it.  
 
I believe that the bible teaches us about the trinity 
through stories. It can help us and guide us in times of 
need.  
 
I believe in kindness and forgiveness. I believe in sec-
ond chances. 
 

Marisa Lopata: 
I have been a part of 
Oglethorpe Presbyteri-
an Church since I was 
a baby. I love how kind 
the church is and the 
people are wonderful! 
  
Trinity Connection 
  
God: 
“To love another per-
son is to see the face of God.” – Les Miserables 
  
The Bible says, “For God loved the world so much 
that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who be-
lieves in him may not die but have eternal life.” 
  
Christ: 
“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens 
me.” – Philippians 4:13 
  
“Today is the day the Lord has made; we will rejoice 
and be glad in it.” (Psalm 118:24) “I can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens me.” 
  
Holy Spirit: 
“God did not give us a spirit of timidity but of Power, of 
Love, and of Self-Discipline.” – 2 Timothy 1:7 
  
The Holy Spirit is not shy, or scared, or afraid of any-
thing, just like we shouldn’t be. God gave us a strong 
spirit that wouldn’t let anything bring him/her down. 
 
Love – to love everyone we meet and to be kind. 
 
Self-Discipline – to discipline us to listen to the right 
thing and to choose the thing to be responsible at.  

Jessica Reifschnei-
der is originally from 
a small town in 
southern Illinois. Her 
hobbies include 
spending as much 
time as she can hik-
ing and kayaking, or 
spending time with 
her large, close-knit 
family. She recently moved to Atlanta to start her ca-
reer in structural engineering and to be closer to her 
fiancé, Ethan.  
 
 

Ethan Gillespie is from Valdosta graduate of the Uni-
versity of Georgia. He is a civil engineer currently 
working at the new Braves stadium, and he is hoping 
the Braves can get more than ten wins this season.  
 
Heather Hartman is a 
teacher of music and 
mother of Erica. She en-
joys traveling, crafting, 
and being outdoors. Erica 
Hartman is the only child 
to Heather and Bradley 
Hartman. You will often 
find her exploring and 
playing with friends. 

Welcome, Confirmands! 
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Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church 
Sunday School for All Ages: 9:45 am ٠ Worship:11am  

404.233.5469 ٠ www.opcbrookhaven.org ٠ info@opcbrookhaven.org 

Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church 
3016 Lanier Drive, NE 
Atlanta, Georgia 30319 

If you don’t want to receive this by mail,  

please contact the church office:  

404.233.5469, cheryl@
opcbrookhaven.org 

DATED MATERIAL 

New Member Gathering 
 
On Sunday, June 5, we will have a gathering for 
the newest members of our church family. We will 
meet from 4:30 to 6:30 at the home of Chris and 
Debbie O’Donnell for a light dinner, with child 
care provided. 
 
This is an opportunity for our newer members to 
mix and mingle with the church staff and mem-
bers of the Session, Deacons and Evangelism 
Team. It is a chance for the OPC family to share 
the good news of Jesus’ love with each other so 
that we can continue to go about the work of 
sharing the good news with the greater communi-
ty. 
 
For more information, contact the Church Office 
(office@opcbrookhaven.org). 

Thank You 
 
Thank you for all the love, prayers and hugs you 
have shown me with the passing of my moth-
er.  Mom loved this church and all of you and 
would have been amazed, like I am, by the num-
ber of cards sent and people from OPC attending 
her funeral.   
 
This is such an amazing church full of so many 
good people.  I am so glad to be a part of this 
congregation and appreciate each one of you. 
 
Cheryl Hartman 
 
 
 

EVANGELISM 
Elizabeth Parks 


