Oglethorpe Presbyterian

Crossings
February, 2016

What’s Inside:


Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent, the forty day period of reflection and self-restraint Christians observe prior to Easter. Our
worship service on Wednesday, February 10, will be held at 7pm
to mark this moment. This year, we play host to our combined service with Brookhaven Christian Church with reflective Taizé music,
communion, and the imposition of ashes for those who desire.
Come worship with us as we begin this sacred season together.





Martin Luther King Sunday Pulpit Exchange
On Sunday, January 17, we
welcomed the Rev. Yolanda
Thompson and members of
New Life Presbyterian for
MLK Sunday. The pulpit exchange was the first, we expect, in the beginning of a
new relationship within the
Presbytery. We look forward to seeing where God
leads us from here! If you are interested in being a part of this
partnership in the beloved community, please let Pastor Marthame
(marthame@opcbrookhaven.org, 404.233.5469) know.
404.233.5469 ٠ www.opcbrookhaven.org ٠ info@opcbrookhaven.org
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE
9:45am Sunday School
11 am Worship

Next Deadline

February 20, 2015

People in Our Prayers
Margy Jones, Sr.; Pat Lee (Kyle
Newton’s mother); Nancy Mackenzie (Marthame's friend); Nancy
Freeman (Emily Edwards' mother);
Virginia O'Donnell (Chris' mother);
Betsy McLeod, Jean Williams (Pat
Morrison's friends); Jean Chance
(Jeff's mother); Levan Jorjishvili;
Pam Whitney; Donna and Pete
Brown (Austin's parents); Annisa
Wyatt; Bernice Hill (Emily Texter's
friend); Greg Smith (Newtons'
friend); Betty Dalziel; Cary Hestad
(Mimi Averill's family); Tricia Igleheart (Cindy Alexander's friend);
Caroline Meredith (Pat Morrison's
friend); Stacey Calvin's family;
Madden Family (Rappoles'
friends); Billy Hawthorne (Charles'
family); Jung Soon Park (John's
mother); Karen Jenkins (Linda
Jones' family); Ann Campbell; Roberta DaVia; Tony Zacek (Amy
Chance's father); Janet Larry
(Susannah's family); Krissie Weeks
(Marianne Martin's sister); First
Presbyterian Americus; Corine Coning (Sharon Hall's friend); Cameron Lester; Jarrod Finn; Mary Doras, Merritt Pearson, Terri Leslie
(Jan Thomas' friends); Mick
Crouse (Cheryl Hartman's friend);
Angela Olsen (Kristi Stephenson's
family); Paul Poley (Mike’s family);
Ken Wilkerson (Heather Bogle's
friend); Jim & Anna Coulter;
George Konow, Patricia Livingston,
Chris & Dakota Matthews (Gunters'
family); Robert Dosh, Sam Whit-

CLERK’S CORNER
Mary Ann Hawthorne

The Session met on Sunday, January 24 and approved the following:
 Approved several outside building
usage opportunities.
 Approved the 2016 budget.

Session meetings are open meetings
and are usually held the third Sunday
of every month following worship.
We have an open book policy. If you
wish to see the financials or the seswww.opcbrookhaven.org
sion minutes, please make an appointThe community is our congregation. ment with the church office.
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field, Georgia Lozoff, Martha Zea,
Roland Greene (Steve Greene's
friends and family); Don Levine
(Balmers' friend); Mark Heimiller
(Kelly Norris' family); Mallory Kate
(Brian Pierce's friend); Horace Cox
(Bill's father); Mary Smith; Lee Marley; Mary Shanks; Tyron Mackall
(Samantha Cassidy's friend); Bill
Coble; Grant Gossling (Rachel Isley's family); Roger Mudd, Kit
Young, Julie Bleier, Barbara Pinson, Christopher Gummere, Judy
McKinley (Genie Stringer's friends
& family); Phil Lord, Sophie Essex
(Victoria Weaver's friends and family); Lee Andrews (Elizabeth Sanders' mother); Doug Hill (Timmons'
family); Tyler Harmon (Mary Ann
Hawthorne's friend); Brian Delinski;
Dave Kelley (Diane Leyburn's family); Jeff & Erin Schneider, Lawrence Docherty (Betty Dalziel's
friends and family); John Suder;
Mary Ratliff; Dolly Azar (Coulters'
friend); Jane Newton (Kyle's family); Rachel Galotti; Al Paul; Mary
Zumot; Martha Stoy; Journey Night
Shelter; Penny Hill (Executive
Presbyter, Presbytery of Greater
Atlanta); Heath Rada (Moderator,
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)).

In Memoriam
Bob & Dona Dutton
Jeannie Jamieson

(Elizabeth Parks’ friend)

James Pekar

(Marthame Sanders’ friend)

Jinhwa Kim
(Matt’s sister)

Debbie Smith

(Mike Poley’s sister)

Alan Newton
(Kyle’s father)

Hilde Hildebrandt

(Chris Hagler’s mother)
Nothing in all creation
will be able to separate us
from the love of God
in Christ Jesus our Lord.
-Romans 8

Calendar: January 2016
Regular Meetings

(except when noted elsewhere)
Weekly
Sundays:
9:00- 9:45 Sunday School for all ages
10:00am Worship

STEWARDS SERVING
February 7:
liturgist: Jeff Chance; usher/greeters: Emily & Thomas Paterson, Pat Morrison; usher/counters: Mary Lee Williams,
Jardon Bouska; sound/open: Jesse Rappole; refreshments: Kristi Stephenson; PowerPoint: Ramsay Sanders;
nursery: Steve Allison.
February 14:
liturgist: Georgia Gunter; usher/greeters: Jean Cox, Ric &
William Paterson; usher/counters: Mary Ann Hawthorne,
Mark Kelly; sound/open: Mark Kelly; refreshments: Edyie
DaVia; PowerPoint: Christopher Soltis; nursery: _______.
February 21:
liturgist: Eleanor Timmons; usher/greeters: Charles Hawthorne, Eleanor Davis; usher/counters: Paul Reynolds,
_______; sound/open: _______; refreshments: Pat Morrison; PowerPoint: Brian Pierce; nursery: _______.
February 28:
liturgist: _______; usher/greeters: Steve Greene, Jennifer
Soltis; usher/counters: Eka Cox, Brandon Cassidy; sound/
open: Adam Weaver; refreshments: Lisa Kelly; PowerPoint: Brock Timmons; nursery: Jen Allison.
March 6:
liturgist: Elizabeth Sanders; usher/greeters: Kelly Norris,
Paul Reynolds; usher/counters: Jardon Bouska, _______;
sound/open: Jean Cox; refreshments: Julia Berry; PowerPoint: Mary Ann Hawthorne; nursery: Kristi Stephenson.
March 13:
liturgist: Donna Poseidon; usher/greeters: Bill Balmer, Emily Texter; usher/counters: Carl Texter, Margy Jones;
sound/open: Mark Kelly; refreshments: Cindy Alexander;
PowerPoint: Steve Allison; nursery: Deborah O’Donnell.
March 20:
liturgist: Reyn Langwell; usher/greeters: Linda Morris, Jeff
Morris; usher/counters: Bill Cox, Georgia Gunter; sound/
open: _______; refreshments: Mary Ann Hawthorne; PowerPoint: Mike Poley; nursery: _______.
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Tuesdays:
10am Food Pantry at Suthers Center
8pm Alcoholics Anonymous (FH)
Wednesdays:
5:15pm Centering Prayer (Parlor)
6:15pm Handbell Choir (Sanctuary)
7:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir Room)
Fridays:
10 am Food Pantry at Suthers Center
8pm Alcoholics Anonymous (FH)
Monthly
Third Sundays after Worship
Session Meeting
Fourth Saturdays
OPC Serves Dinner at Journey

Calendar Events
Book club is Monday,
February 8th 7:00PM at
Mary Ann Hawthorne’s
home and we will be
discussing Go Set A
Watchman by Harper
Lee and The Meaning of
Human Existence by
Edward O Wilson. If anyone needs a ride, contact Linda Morris or
Georgia Gunter.

Our next church workday is Saturday,
February 6, from 9am to 12pm.

STEWARDSHIP
Cindy Alexander

Planned Giving Sunday: March 6
On Sunday, March 6, we will welcome Larry Owens, Director of Annual
Giving at Presbyterian Homes of Georgia, as our guest preacher and speaker for our first annual Planned Giving
Sunday celebration!

corporate America while also pastoring smaller
churches.

Larry is a long-time Presbyterian minister. Prior to serving Presbyterian
Homes, Larry served as Director of Development for
Thornwell Children’s Home. After graduating from
Seminary, Larry maintained a dual career, working in

Following worship, all are invited to a catered lunch
following sponsored by the Stewardship Committee.
Come enjoy good company and good food, while
learning more about the importance of making estate
plans, including how to include Oglethorpe Presbyterian. It will be a great opportunity to learn more about
how to insure that your final wishes are a theological
statement, supporting your most deeply-held values.

MISSION
Emily Texter

Journey Night Shelter

Habitat for Humanity Build

Volunteers are needed the 4th Saturday of each
month to bring dinner to the homeless shelter. For almost 30 years, The Journey Night Shelter at Druid
Hills Presbyterian Church has provided dinner, hospitality, a shower, a safe night's sleep, breakfast, and
counselling for up to thirty homeless men who are actively seeking work. But it's more than bringing dinner
- it's about encouraging people to seek God's dreams
and God's best for their lives. Please sign up on the
bulletin board for 2016.

We start building our 15th Habitat for Humanity home in early
May! First, however, OPC and
our partner churches must raise
the funds necessary to pay construction costs. Our fundraising
goal is $3000, and we will be
asking for your donations during worship on February 7, 14,
and 21. Please make your
check out to Oglethorpe Presbyterian with "Habitat" on the
memo line. You can put your
gift in the offering plate or send
to the church. Thanks for your
support!

See the new website at http://journeyshelter.org/

Mercy Community Church
OPC donated coffee and creamer to be served to the
homeless members of the Mercy Community Church.

The Food Pantry

Souper Bowl of Caring

Contact Linda Jones for more information about volunteer opportunities on Tuesday morning and Friday
morning from 10-12 at the Suthers Center in Chamblee.

Souper Bowl of Caring is a national movement of
young people working to fight hunger and poverty in
their own communities around the time of the Super
Bowl football game. On Sunday, Feb. 7, the children
at OPC will take up a collection using a soup pot.

Missions Committee at OPC

AMIS

Mission and outreach are central to our identity at
Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church. Our mission proOn March 6, AMIS will celebrate 38 years of friendgrams are a way to serve those in need and also proship and hospitality with international students with a vide opportunities for us to share our time, talents,
family-friendly dinner will be held at St. James Meth- and resources. The OPC Missions committee meets
odist Church with entertainment by Philip Gold, singer on the second Tuesday at 6:00. To find out more
and songwriter, and Rhubarb Jones, a comedian and about how you can get involved in these missions,
country music radio personality. RSVP to the AMIS
contact Emily Texter at emilytexter@bellsouth.net
office at Dene at ddixon@amis-inc.org
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ADMINISTRATION
Charles Hawthorne

Great News!
2015 Budget Update

Capital Campaign Update

We are pleased to report good news on our financial
picture for budget year 2015! We had been projecting
a deficit of $15,000 for the year; at the end of November, our deficit was closer to $25,000. Thanks to the
generosity of our community, though, our deficit was
a mere $2,000! This is fantastic news and has allowed us a great deal more flexibility as we approach
2016.

Our successful three-year campaign came to a close
at the end of December, and there is much to celebrate in the capital raised and the work done. Believe
it or not, there is still more work to do!
If you pledged to the Campaign, you should have received a three-year giving statement in the mail. If
you have an outstanding amount on your pledge, we
ask that you fulfill it as soon as possible. If your situation has changed and you need to adjust your
pledge, please let us know.

2016 Pledges Update
The good news continues! Our initial pledges for
2016 are the best in recent history. If you have not
yet sent in your pledge but plan to give this year,
please let us know so we can plan accordingly. The
hope is that we can project a balanced budget in
2016.

If you have any questions, you can contact Treasurer
Barbara Landes (treasurer@opcbrookhaven.org,
404.931.3897), Pastor Marthame (404.233.5469,
marthame@opcbrookhaven.org), or Charles Hawthorne (charleshawthorne@gmail.com,

Monthly Meetings
Remember: Sunday School is for all ages, every Sunday starting at 9:45!
Session meets the third Sunday of the month at 12:15 pm in the library
Evangelism Team meets every first Sunday through April at the Oglethorpe University dining room
Missions Committee meets the second Tuesday of every month at 6pm in the library.
Worship Committee meets first Sundays after worship in the Parlor.
Christian Education Committee meets the second Sunday at 8:30 am.

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS
Bill Cox

Living in Our New Reality (Post Francisco)
Thank you to everyone who helped send off Francisco with love and joy. His ministry of the past 20 years
will be missed. Actually, we keep remembering the
many ways Francisco took care of us without us even
knowing. There are two changes that affect all of us.
1. One of the biggest changes that affects all of us is
how we schedule the use of rooms. Our new cleaning crew comes as needed and we pay as needed.
This means that we need to know which rooms are
being used when and what kind of use (like no food
involved, one hour meeting, children playing on floor)
so we can schedule the cleaning crew to clean up
after us and prepare for the next use of the room.
Please contact the office as soon as you schedule a

meeting so that it will be added to the schedule and
we can let the cleaning company know, if possible, a
week ahead of time, This will help us minimize the
number of cleanings and save the church money. We
the building used! A well-used building is a sign of
good stewardship. We simply ask that you give us
advance notice so we can schedule the rooms and
their cleaning.
2. The other area where we miss Francisco is his
ability to take care of small maintenance items in the
building. If you are willing to be lend a hand with this
(e.g. changing lightbulbs, minor electrical, plumbing,
carpentry), please let Cheryl Hartman know: cheryl@opcbrookhaven.org.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Steve Allison

On Sunday, January 31, from 2-4:30pm, we will
be offering the required class for all who need the
certification. If you are interested in taking the
class, please RSVP to Cheryl Hartman
(cheryl@opcbrookhaven.org) by January 20 so
we can order enough classroom supplies.
Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church is a Partner is
Prevention organization with Darkness to Light.
What this means is that everyone who works with
children or youth must be trained in the prevention of child sexual abuse. This includes staff,
nursery volunteers, and Sunday School teachers.

Darkness to Light is also offering newer classes,
such as how to talk with your own children about
this difficult topic. Our January 31 class is a prerequisite for the new classes.

“Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church is an inclusive community of faith that uses our gifts and resources to
continue the earthly ministry of Jesus. We exist as a church not merely for ourselves – the broader community is our congregation.” - from Oglethorpe Presbyterian’s mission statement

Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church
Sunday School for All Ages: 9:45 am ٠ Worship:11am
404.233.5469 ٠ www.opcbrookhaven.org ٠ info@opcbrookhaven.org
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Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church
3016 Lanier Drive, NE
Atlanta, Georgia 30319
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