Oglethorpe Presbyterian

Crossings
December, 2015

Advent and Christmas!
Please join us for the following Advent and Christmas activities as
we await the celebration of the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ. If you have any questions, please contact Jeff Morris
(770.452.1799).
Hanging of the Greens
On Saturday, December 5, at 9am, we will decorate the Sanctuary
in Christmas finery. Lots of help is needed, and refreshments will
be served!
Advent Taizé Worship
Participate with us in a beautiful service of sacred music on Tuesday, December 8th at 7 pm. The sanctuary will provide an intimate
setting for this annual event, which is inspired by the Taizé community in France. Communion will be served
Songs of the Season Concert
This second annual concert of secular and sacred Christmas music will take place on Sunday, December 13, starting at 4 pm in
the Sanctuary. The chancel, handbell, and children's choirs will
perform, and seasonal delicacies will be served!
Christmas Eve Worship
One of our most holy and beautiful worship services of the year
will be held at 5 pm on Thursday, December 24. Scripture, music,
and candlelight combine in of this moving culmination of our Advent season. Communion will be served.
Poinsettias
Purchase a poinsettia to help decorate the Sanctuary. After Worship on Christmas Eve, take your poinsettia home to enjoy during
Christmas week. The suggested donation is $13. Poinsettias must
be ordered no later than Sunday, December 13, and will be placed
in the sanctuary on Sunday, December 20. The list of those being
honored or remembered will be printed in the bulletin and in the
following month’s Crossings.
Advent Devotionals
Leaders and members of our community have written daily reflections for the Advent season. Pick up your copy at the church!
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CLERK’S CORNER
CHURCH STAFF
Pastoral

The Rev. Marthame Sanders

Pastor/Head of Staff

The Rev. Dr. Linda Hawthorne

Parish Associate

Rebekah Carpenter
Student Pastor

Program and Support
Cheryl Hartman, C.C.E.

Office Manager
Director of Christian Education
ext. 221
cheryl@opcbrookhaven.org
Dr. Tim Hsu

Music Director

tim@opcbrookhaven.org
Alexandria Stephenson

Mary Ann Hawthorne

The Session met on Sunday, November 22. Among the decisions
was to:
 Distribute Bargain Shop proceeds as follows:
 $1000 to Mercy Church
 $1000 to Journey
 $1200 to Thornwell
 Receive Mimi Averill, Mitchell
Dean, and Bailey Dean by affirmation of faith.
 Authorize the baptisms of Vera
Dean and Stafford Brown.
 Opt not to schedule Bargain
Shop dates for 2016 and not
receive donations until further
notice
 Contract with Service Master for
maintenance and cleaning effective December 21

Communications Assistant

alexandria@opcbrookhaven.org
Francisco Flores

Sexton

Preschool

404.233.5479
Beverly Moon

Director
beverly@oppbrookhaven.org
Lynnette Kachel

Assistant Director
lynnette@oppbrookhaven.org

Pastor Emeritus

The Rev. Dr. Fitzhugh Legerton

Ministers

All Members of OPC
SUNDAY SCHEDULE
9:45am Sunday School
11 am Worship

Next Deadline

December 15, 2015

Session meetings are open meetings and are held the third Sunday
of every month following worship.
Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church
has an open book policy. To view
the financials or minutes, make an
appointment with the church office.

In Memoriam
Emmy Lou Legerton
Charles Jung
Floyd Maxwell Findley
(Tedd Watts’ grandfather)

Jane Barton
Roger Strauss

(Margy Jones’ family)

Julia Jenkins

(Linda Jones’ niece)

Lamar Carney
(Lopatas’ friend)

Nothing in all creation
will be able to separate us
from the love of God
in Christ Jesus our Lord.

www.opcbrookhaven.org
The community is our congregation.

-Romans 8
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DEACONS

People in Our Prayers
Levan Jorjishvili; Pam Whitney; Donna
Brown (Austin's mother); Annisa Wyatt;
Bernice Hill (Emily Texter's friend);
Greg Smith, Jane Newton (Newtons'
friends and family); Betty Dalziel; Cary
Hestad (Mimi Averill's family); Tricia
Igleheart (Cindy Alexander's friend);
Caroline Meredith (Pat Morrison's
friend); Stacey Calvin's family; Madden
Family (Rappoles' friends); Billy Hawthorne (Charles' family); Jung Soon
Park (John's mother); Karen Jenkins
(Linda Jones' family); Francisco Flores;
Dona and Bob Dutton; Ann Campbell;
Roberta DaVia; Tony Zacek (Amy
Chance's father); Janet Larry
(Susannah's family); Krissie Weeks
(Marianne Martin's sister); Martha Cam
Maves' family; First Presbyterian Americus, Jeannie Jamieson (Elizabeth
Parks' friends); Cathy Poley; Corine
Coning (Sharon Hall's friend); Cameron Lester; Jarrod Finn; Mary Doras,
Merritt Pearson, Terri Leslie (Jan
Thomas' friends); Mick Crouse (Cheryl
Hartman's friend); Angela Olsen (Kristi
Stephenson's family); Paul Poley, Debbie Smith (Mike Poley's family); Ken
Wilkerson (Heather Bogle's friend); Jim
& Anna Coulter; George Konow, Patricia Livingston, Chris & Dakota Matthews (Gunters' family); Robert Dosh,
Sam Whitfield, Georgia Lozoff, Martha
Zea, Roland Greene (Steve Greene's
friends and family); Don Levine
(Balmers' friend); Mark Heimiller (Kelly
Norris' family); Mallory Kate (Brian
Pierce's friend); Horace Cox (Bill's father); Mary Smith; Lee Marley; Mary
Shanks; Jean Williams; Tyron Mackall
(Samantha Cassidy's friend); Bill Coble; Grant Gossling (Rachel Isley's
family); Roger Mudd, Kit Young, Julie
Bleier, Barbara Pinson, Christopher
Gummere, Judy McKinley (Genie
Stringer's friends & family); Phil Lord,
Sophie Essex (Victoria Weaver's
friends and family); Lee Andrews
(Elizabeth Sanders' mother); Doug Hill
(Timmons' family); Tyler Harmon (Mary
Ann Hawthorne's friend); Brian Delinski; Dave Kelley (Diane Leyburn's family); Jeff & Erin Schneider, Lawrence
Docherty (Betty Dalziel's friends and
family); John Suder; Mary Ratliff; Dolly
Azar (Coulters' friend); Jane Newton
(Kyle's family); Rachel Galotti; Al Paul;
Hilde Hildebrandt (Chris Hagler's mother); Mary Zumot; Martha Stoy; Journey
Night Shelter; Penny Hill (Executive
Presbyter, Presbytery of Greater Atlanta); Heath Rada (Moderator, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)).

ADMINISTRATION
Charles Hawthorne

Celebrate Francisco Flores!
Few of us can even remember Oglethorpe Presbyterian
Church without Francisco
Flores’ loving care over the
past twenty years. Francisco
has decided to retire at the
end of 2015.

On January 10, 2016, we
will celebrate Marthame’s
ten-year anniversary as
pastor of Oglethorpe Presbyterian! Immediately following worship, we will have
a luncheon and program in
Fellowship Hall. We hope
you will share in this opportunity to thank God for all that God has done
through Marthame’s leadership.

We will be celebrating Francisco’s many years of ministry with a luncheon following
worship on Sunday, December 20, 2015.
We will also be presenting Francisco with a monetary gift in gratitude for his many years of faithful
service. If you wish to contribute, please send
your gift to the church marked “Francisco Gift”
and we will include it. Thanks be to God for Francisco and all he has done for us!

The December 20th luncheon will also mark the
return of our beloved Chili Cook-Off! If you are
interested in participating in that, please contact
Jean Cox (technicon.jean@gmail.com).

Staff Appreciation Gift

Pastor Marthame’s
Tenth Anniversary!

An informational letter should have been mailed
to you already. If you did not receive one, please
let the church office know (404.233.5469, info@opcbrookhaven.org).
We will give Marthame and his family a gift of appreciation. If you want to contribute to the gift,
please make sure to get it to the church before
December 31. Be sure to designate your check
“Marthame Gift.” We will also present Marthame
with notes of appreciation. If you would like to
send your note, you may use the back of the
postcard and drop it off with the church office.

Finance Team Members
While we celebrate two milestones with our
church staff with Francisco’s retirement and Marthame’s tenth anniversary, we are grateful for all The Finance Committee is looking to add commitof our staff and their amazing and tireless minis- tee members for this coming year. We are also
try here at Oglethorpe Presbyterian!
looking for someone who would be interested in
becoming Assistant Treasurer with an eye toward
As has been our custom, we will be giving an ex- becoming Treasurer. If you are interested in eitra Christmas gift to our staff at the end of 2015. If ther of these areas, please contact Charles Hawyou wish to contribute, please send your contribu- thorne (charleshawthorne@gmail.com).
tions to the church marked “Staff Gift”.
FELLOWSHIP
Jean Cox

Chili and Cornbread Cook-Off
Our Chili Cook-Off is back by popular demand:
joy. Everyone present will get to vote for the best
Sunday, December 20, after worship. As we cele- Chili/Cornbread.
brate Francisco Flores and his family, we will also
get a chance to share our culinary talents.
Let us send Francisco Flores off in Oglethorpe
style!
Chefs and “judges” wanted! Bring your best chili
recipe, your best cornbread, or just come and en3

STEWARDSHIP
Cindy Alexander

Pledges to Date
Thank you to those of you who have pledged for
our 2016 budget. Stewardship season is off to a
good start!
Through November 22, we have received 59
pledges for a total of $193,185.76. This includes
7 new pledges, 9 conversions from giving to
pledging, and 21 increases. There were also 7
decreases in pledges and 14 pledges that stayed
the same from last year. These figures are very
encouraging and are ahead of where we were at
this time last year.
for this coming year. There are pledge cards located in the sanctuary for the next several weeks
Oh, wow! I forgot to turn in my pledge! Where did for anyone who needs a pledge card. You can
I put it? Maybe I’ve lost it on my desk or maybe
also contact the church office for a card. You can
it’s in the stack of bills. Now what? Does my
turn into the offering plate or mail to the church
pledge really matter?
office.
Yes! Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church relies on
the gifts of each member.

When we plan, pledge, and give generously, we
are able to manage our budgets. Be generous.
Feel the joy of God’s glory in the work that will be
done with what you have given!

There is still plenty of time to make your pledge

WORSHIP
Jeff Morris

Special Events

December 6:

Waiting for the Word
Marthame Sanders
preaching

The Hanging of the Greens
Saturday, December 5, 9am
(refreshments served)

December 13:

Waiting for the Light

Advent Taizé Worship
Tuesday, December 8, 7pm

Marthame Sanders
preaching

Songs of the Season Christmas Concert
Sunday, December 13, 4pm

December 20:

Waiting for the Promise

Marthame Sanders preaching

Preschool Christmas Concerts
Thursday and Friday, December 17-18, 11am

December 27:

Waiting for the News

Cheryl Hartman sharing

Christmas Eve Service
Thursday, December 24, 5pm

January 3:

Waiting for the Gift

Marthame Sanders preaching
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MISSION

Emily Texter

AMIS

Journey Night Shelter

Hosts are needed for International Students during the Christmas
Holidays. International college
students across the country are
away from their families, wanting
to connect more closely with
Americans and our holidays, and
are often locked out of their
dorms and alone. This is a fun
opportunity to learn about other
cultures and to make a new
friend.

We are sponsoring an Angel Tree for the men from
Journey Night Shelter. Pick a name from the wreath
on the bulletin board with a name and a gift idea. Gifts
should be wrapped, labeled, and returned by Sunday,
December 20, to be distributed in time for Christmas.
Volunteers are needed Saturday, December 26, to
bring dinner to the homeless shelter.
For almost thirty years, the Journey Night Shelter at
Druid Hills Presbyterian Church has provided dinner,
hospitality, a shower, a safe night's sleep, breakfast,
and counselling for up to thirty homeless men who are
actively seeking work. We bring dinner to the Shelter
the fourth Saturday of each month. It's not just bringing dinner; it's encouragement for those seeking
God's dreams for their lives.

Hosts are needed for December
18 through 26, 2015, and/or December 26, 2015 through January 2, 2016.

Mercy Community Church

Please volunteer on the AMIS
website (www.amis-inc.org/hosts
-amigo) or call 404.846.4396 for
more information.

We delivered twelve large containers of coffee and six
large containers of creamer to be served to the homeless members of the Mercy Community Church.

Bargain Shop and
Holiday Marketplace Sale

Thornwell School for Children
The children collected quarters for a Thanksgiving
fundraiser to benefit Thornwell School for Children in
Clinton, SC. We continue collecting Box Tops for Education and Campbell Soup Labels. Add yours to the
collection envelope on the bulletin board in the hall.

The Bargain Shop sale made $3200 to support our
mission agencies. These funds will be distributed to
Thornwell Home for Children, Mercy Community
Church, and Journey Night Shelter.

Thank you to all of the volunteers who helped with the Mission and outreach are central to our identity at
Oglethorpe Presbyterian, a key way to serve those in
setup, sorting, organizing, staffing, feeding, baking,
need while sharing our time, talents, and resources.
donating, and purchasing.
The Mission Committee meets the second Tuesday
each month at 6pm. Contact Emily Texter
We have yet not set any dates for 2016 sales, and
discussions are being held about other ways we might (emilytexter@bellsouth.net) for more information.
raise funds for mission projects. We are also not taking donations for the time being. You may choose to
A Note of Clarification
drop them off at Suthers Center in Chamblee or at a
charity of your choice.
There have been questions about our ongoing finan-

cial support of the Food Pantry. The good news is that
the shift to the Suthers Center and to supplies from
the Atlanta Community Food Bank has meant a signifWe purchased ninety Thanksgiving turkeys for the
icant drop in our costs. Because of this, we have been
Food Pantry recipients. Oglethorpe Presbyterian and able to dedicate Bargain Shop receipts to other minisSuthers Center volunteers coordinated efforts with the tries with the Food Pantry in excellent financial shape.
kind help from employees at Kroger’s at Johnson Ferry and Aldi.
We still have expenses, such as our Thanksgiving
turkeys and other supplies, and the Food Pantry Fund
We have plenty of volunteer opportunities on Tuesday makes those purchases possible.
mornings and Friday mornings from 10am-12pm at
the Suthers Center in Chamblee.
100% of gifts designated for the Food Pantry are used
for the Food Pantry. Thank you for your contributions!

The Food Pantry
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Calendar: December, 2015
Regular Meetings

(except when noted elsewhere)
Weekly
Sundays:
9:00- 9:45 Sunday School for all ages
10:00am Worship

STEWARDS SERVING
December 6:
music: Tim Hsu; Chancel Choir, Handbell Choir; usher/
greeters: Steve Greene, Jennifer Soltis; usher/counters:
Eka Cox, Brandon Cassidy; sound/open: Adam Weaver;
refreshments: Edyie DiVia; PowerPoint: Tamara Lopata;
nursery: Geoff Stephenson

Tuesdays:
10am Food Pantry at Suthers Center
8pm Alcoholics Anonymous (FH)
Wednesdays:
5:15pm Centering Prayer (Parlor)
6:15pm Handbell Choir (Sanctuary)
7:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir Room)

December 13:
music: Tim Hsu; Chancel Choir; liturgist: Elizabeth Sanders; usher/greeters: Kelly Norris, Paul Reynolds; usher/
counters: Jardon Bouska, Margy Jones; sound/open: Jean
Cox; refreshments: Amanda and Mimi Averill; PowerPoint:
Mary Ann Hawthorne; nursery: Kristi Stephenson.

Fridays:
10 am Food Pantry at Suthers Center
8pm Alcoholics Anonymous (FH)

December 20:
music: Tim Hsu; Chancel Choir, Handbell Choir liturgist:
Donna Poseidon; usher/greeters: Bill Balmer, Emily Texter;
usher/counters: Carl Texter, Margy Jones; sound/open:
Mark Kelly; refreshments: Diane Leyburn & Eleanor Timmons; PowerPoint: Steve Allison; nursery: Debbie ODonnell.

Fourth Saturdays
OPC Serves Dinner at Journey

December 24, Christmas Eve (communion):
music: Tim Hsu; Chancel Choir, Handbell Choir; liturgist:
Reyn Langwell; usher/greeters: Linda Morris, Jeff Morris;
usher/counters: Bill Cox, Georgia Gunter; sound/open:
Geoff Stephenson; refreshments: Elizabeth Sanders; PowerPoint: Mike Poley; nursery: Jennifer Soltis.
December 27:
music: Tim Hsu; Chancel Choir, Handbell Choir; liturgist:
Margy Jones; usher/greeters: Paul Reynolds, _______;
usher/counters: Eleanor Timmons, Christopher Soltis;
sound/open: Mike Lopata; refreshments: Emily Texter;
PowerPoint: Mike Poley; nursery: Rachel Paterson.
January 3 (communion):
music: Tim Hsu; Chancel Choir, Handbell Choir; liturgist:
John Gunter; usher/greeters: Ric & William Paterson, Lisa
Kelly; usher/counters: Mark Kelly, Diane Powell, sound/
open: Cortlandt Minnich; refreshments: Earline Wilcott;
PowerPoint: Kim Crocker; nursery: Jean Cox.
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Monthly
Third Sundays after Worship
Session Meeting

Calendar Events
Book Club will be
meeting at Margy
Jones’ home Monday, December 14
at 7pm. This
month’s book is

Rich's: A Southern
Institution by Jeff

Clemmons Anyone
interested in more information about
joining our book club can contact Margy at mnjbailey@aol.com.
Our next church workday is Saturday,
December 12, from 9am to 12pm.

EVANGELISM
Donna Poseidon

Advent and Christmas at Oglethorpe Presbyterian
Sharing the Good News
On Sunday, November 22, more than twentyfive members of our Oglethorpe Presbyterian
community gathered for a town hall conversation
hosted by members of the Evangelism team.
The conversation led to many excellent ideas
about how we can invite others to join us at the
variety of services and events at Oglethorpe during Advent and Christmas.

mation about the Songs of the Season concert
and worship services in their neighborhood and
work locations.

Please help build momentum by placing a poster about the December 13 concert and/or postcard-sized summaries of our Advent and Christmas services and events at your place of work,
local library, dry cleaner, hair salon, coffee shop,
Ideas included ways to increase general aware- etc. Both pieces are available on the table outness about what’s happening at Oglethorpe and side the church office.
ideas about extending a personal invitation to
friends, neighbors or coworkers. Many ideas
Pick up a few extras to give to friends or cocentered on increasing use of social media, like workers - and consider extending a personal inthe neighborhood site Nextdoor.com, sharing on vitation to them.
Facebook, and using videos more widely.
Let’s let our light shine this Advent season!
A number of people suggested placing infor-

ADMINISTRATION
Charles Hawthorne
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EVANGELISM

Donna Poseidon

Songs of the Season Concert
er. Our other special event is our annual Songs
of the Season concert on December 13th at 4pm.
This festive concert will feature the OPC Chancel
Children’s Choir, vocal soloists, the Handbell
Choir, the OPC Band, and the OPP Preschool
singers, performing light-hearted holiday favorites. Bring the entire family for a casual afternoon
of music and a carol sing-along finale. Lastly, be
on the lookout for the time and date for the OPC
Caroling event. Caroling is open to all! We hope
to

December is one of our most favorite and busy
musical times the year. In addition to ringing and
singing at our Sunday morning Advent services,
we invite you to join us in some special events we
have in December. Our first special event is
Taizé on December 8th at 7pm. In contrast to the
hustle and bustle of December, our Advent Taizé
service is focused on songs of expectation and
peace. At the center of the Taizé service, there is
a period of silence for self reflection and pray-

Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church
Sunday School for All Ages: 9:45 am ٠ Worship:11am
404.233.5469 ٠ www.opcbrookhaven.org ٠ info@opcbrookhaven.org
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Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church
3016 Lanier Drive, NE
Atlanta, Georgia 30319
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