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¶ Prayer List     
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¶ New Members 
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¶ Finance Update 
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¶ Bargain Shop
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¶ Monthly Calendar 
(page 6) 

 
¶ Preschool News

(page 7) 

Sundays at 11am 

Special Events 
 
 The Hanging of the Greens is Saturday, December 6,  
  at 10am (refreshments served) 
 Advent Taizé Worship is Tuesday, December 9, 7pm 
 “Songs of the Season” Christmas Concert is Sunday,  
  December 14, 4pm 
 Preschool Christmas Concerts are December 17-18,  
  at 11:30am 
 The Christmas Eve Service is Wednesday, December 24, 
  at 5pm  
 
 

November 30:  
Rejoice in Hope 
Marthame Sanders  
preaching 
December 7:  
Rejoice in Love 
Marthame Sanders  
preaching 
December 14:  
Rejoice in Joy 
Marthame Sanders  
preaching 

December 21:  
Rejoice in Peace 
Marthame Sanders  
preaching 
December 28:  
Rejoice in Sanctuary 
Cheryl Hartman 
sharing 
January 4:  
Rejoice in Wisdom 
Marthame Sanders  
preaching 
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CHURCH STAFF 
 
Pastoral 
The Rev. Marthame Sanders 
Pastor/Head of Staff 
 
The Rev. Dr. Linda Hawthorne 
Parish Associate 
 
Lauren Wright 
Student Pastor 
 

Program and Support 
Cheryl Hartman, C.C.E. 
Office Manager 
Director of Christian Education 
ext. 221 
cheryl@opcbrookhaven.org 
 
Dr. Tim Hsu 
Music Director 
tim@opcbrookhaven.org 
 
Alexandria Stephenson 
Communications Assistant 
alexandria@opcbrookhaven.org 
 
Francisco Flores 
Sexton 
 

Preschool 
404.233.5479 
 
Beverly Moon 
Director 
beverly@oppbrookhaven.org 
 
Lynnette Kachel 
Assistant Director 
lynnette@oppbrookhaven.org 
 

Pastor Emeritus 
The Rev. Dr. Fitzhugh Legerton 
 

Ministers 
All Members of OPC 
 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
9:45am Sunday School  
11 am Worship 
 

Next Deadline 
December 15, 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.opcbrookhaven.org 

The community is our congregation. 

 

People in Our Prayers 
 

Patricia Livingston (Georgia Gunter's 
cousin); Alva Stanford Boggs (Weston 
Manders' grandfather); Barbara Brooks 
(Mike Poley's aunt); Sam Whitfield, 
Georgia Lozoff, Roland Greene (Steve 
Greene's friends and family); Levan 
Jorjishvili (Eka Cox's father); Mary Ann 
Edmonton, Norma Gutierrez, Ed Col-
burn (Earline Wilcott's friends); Don 
Levine (Balmers’ friend); Mark Heimil-
ler (Kelly Norris' nephew); Caren Perry 
(Charlotte Osgood's daughter); Bill 
Bertolet (Donna Poseidon's father); 
Mallory Kate (Brian Pierce's friend); 
Horace Cox (Bill's father); Tricia Igle-
heart (Cindy Alexander's friend); Mary 
Smith; Dennard Family; Merritt Pear-
son (Jan Thomas' friend); Roberta Da-
Via; Lee Marley; Mary Shanks; Jean 
Williams (Pat Morrison's friend); Janice 
Dixon (Diane Powell's cousin); Steve 
Hayner (Columbia Seminary Presi-
dent); Tyronda Mackall (Samantha 
Cassidy's friend); Bill Coble; Grant 
Gossling, Nick Isley (Rachel Isley's 
family); Christina Wu (Judy Dominick's 
mother); Barbara Pinson, Eleanor Fra-
zier, Christopher Gummere, Judy 
McKinley (Genie Stringer's friends); 
Chris and Dakota Matthews (John 
Gunter's family); Diane Powell; Joe 
Hensley (JoAnn Kearns' father); Bob 
Allison (Steve's father); Jerry Crouse 
and Sophie Essex (Victoria Weaver's 
friends); Lee Andrews (Elizabeth Sand-
ers' mother); Louise Timmons, Doug 
Hill (Timmons' family); Tyler Harmon 
(Mary Ann Hawthorne's friends); Brian 
and Connie Delinski; Dave Kelley 
(Diane Leyburn's cousin); Jeff & Erin 
Schneider, Lawrence Docherty (Betty 
Dalziel's friends and family); Michelle 
Sekelsky (Margy Jones' family); John 
Suder; Steve Cunningham (Beth's 
brother); Mary Ratliff; Fiona Isham 
(Cassidys' friend); Dolly Azar (Coulters' 
friend); Jane Newton (Kyle's family); 
Frances Bockman (Marthame Sanders' 
cousin); Rachel Galotti; Al Paul; Hilde 
Hildebrandt (Chris Hagler's mother); 
Mary Zumot; Martha Stoy; Florence 
and Helen Ottah Aleh (Florence's 
mother); friends at Journey Night Shel-
ter; Heath Rada (Moderator of the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  

The Session of OPC met on Sun-
day, November 16, and the follow-
ing items were decided: 
 
¶ Approved welcoming Amy 

Bonecutter, Heather Bogle, 
Brenden Leonard, Jesse Rap-
pole, and Georgia Rappole into 
membershio on December 7, 
2014, by reaffirmation of faith; 
approved  welcoming Ric, Ra-
chel, and Thomas Paterson into 
membership on December 7, 
2014, by letter of transfer 

¶ Approved recommendations for 
the Child Correction Policy 

 
Session meetings are open meet-
ings and are held the third Sunday 
of every month following worship. 
Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church 
has an open book policy. To view 
the financials or minutes, make an 
appointment with the church office. 

DEACONS CLERK’S CORNER 
Mary Ann Hawthorne 

Guy Marley 
 

Nancy Adams 
( Nancy Minnich’s mother) 

 

Junior Gibson 
(JoAnn’s husband) 

 

In Memoriam 

Thank You! 
 
My heartfelt thanks and appreciation 
for all of your prayers, hugs, cards, vis-
its, and genuine concern since my ill-
ness in January. They have truly been 
what has kept me afloat! I knew I was 
blessed to have OPC but experiencing 
it in such a huge way has been a gift 
from above. My journey continues as I 
am planning for a stem cell transplant, 
so I hope to be with you soon! I wish 
everyone I know could have the sup-
port I have felt throughout my sickness. 
God Bless you all! 
Diane Powell 
 
The Minnich family would like to ex-
press their gratitude for the love and 
support provided during this sad time.  
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Heather Bogle is a graduate 
of Indiana University with a 
degree in social work. She 
has been a small business 
owner and for the past sev-
en years, she has worked at 
the Fountainview Center for 
Alzheimer's Disease where 
she now serves as admis-
sions and community rela-
tions director. Heather has 
one son, Miles, who is 26 years old. 
 
Amy Bonecutter and 
Brenden Leonard have sung 
in the Oglethorpe Presbyter-
ian choir since 2011 and 
have recently graduated 
from Georgia Tech in May, 
2014. Amy now works as a 
Process Engineer for a 
chemical and biological sen-
sor company in Midtown, 
while Brenden works as a Software Engineer for Boe-
ing in Huntsville, Alabama. They are very excited that 
they can continue to be part of Oglethorpe! 

Ric, Rachel, and Thomas Paterson live in Johns 
Creek after moving to the area in 1997. Along with 
Emily, Gabby, and William, they began attending 
Oglethorpe Presbyterian two years ago, and have felt 
welcomed from their first visit. The Patersons look for-
ward to serving the church and its community.  
 
Jesse Rappole was 
raised on a dairy farm 
in Chautauqua Coun-
ty, New York. He at-
tended UNC-Chapel 
Hill where he met his 
wife Georgia. After 
earning his JD from 
Washington and Lee 
and his PhD from 
UGA, Jesse now 
works as a Student-Athlete Mentor. Georgia Rappole 
grew up on Lanier Drive just blocks away from Ogle-
thorpe Presbyterian. She and Jesse were introduced 
to the church by Georgia's late father and OPC band 
member, Ted Kloss. Georgia is an Interior Designer 
working for Steelcase, Inc., a global workplace prod-
ucts manufacturer. 

Welcoming New Members on Sunday, December 7!  

WORSHIP 
Jeff Morris 

Welcoming All on Sundays 
New Friendship Pads  

Debut on November 30 
 
Beginning November 30, we will have new Friendship 
Pads at each pew. Inside you’ll find an attendance 
register, which we hope you will complete and pass to 
others seated nearby. Whether you’re a first-time visi-
tor, a frequent worshipper or a long-time member, this 
is a new (yet familiar to many) way to greet one anoth-
er, let others know you’re here, and provide updated 
contact information. The new Friendship Pads will al-
so strengthen our congregational care ministry. We 
will no longer be using our yellow visitor cards. 
 
The Friendship Pads contain current church materials 
which you can take home or to give to friends, family 
or neighbors. 
 
Please continue to wear your nametag so everybody 
knows your name! Invite your friends and neighbors!! 

Choir News 

We are offering two 
special events this De-
cember to help center 
yourself during this 
season: 

The first is our annu-
al Advent 
Taizé service on De-
cember 9 at 7pm. Taizé services consist of sung and 
silent participatory prayers that are designed to provide a 
quiet meditative atmosphere.  

Our other special event this year is the Songs of the 
Season concert on December 14 at 4pm. This will be the 
first Christmas concert held at OPC in recent history and 
we will be proud to feature the Chancel Choir, the Hand-
bell Choir, the OPC Band, a variety of soloists and du-
ets, and the preschool choir, all performing a variety of 
light-hearted holiday favorites. Bring the entire family for 
a casual afternoon of holiday music and a carol sing-a-
long finale! Merry Christmas to all! 



  

4 

FINANCE 
Charles Hawthorne 

Together in Faith for 2015 
 
In celebration of our 65th Anniversary, we are laying 
out a specific challenge to increase pledges by 
$65,000 for 2015. Working Together in Faith, we are 
confident that God can accomplish this through us. 
For some, this means an increase in giving, maybe a 
true tithe of your income. For others, this means a first 
time pledge. Whatever the case, we truly want your 
decision to give to be based on prayer. Make it a joy-
ous gift…God will surely lead as you ask for guidance. 
 
We want to make sure every family and individual in 
our church who is able has the chance to take part in 
this important effort. If you have not had a chance to 
turn in a pledge card, you can contact our Treasurer, 
Barbara Landes (barbaralandes@bellsouth.net, 
404.931.3897) with your pledge amount, or contact 
the church office (office@opcbrookhaven.org. 
404.233.5469) to get your pledge card. 
 
We also want to be sure you pledge your time and 
talents to our many ministries. Our goal is an increase 
in the number of volunteers as we look to expand our 
ministry to the community. 
 
Our goal is to fund our church budget fully during our 
regular Stewardship Campaign. As of November 22, 
44 families have pledged $125,000 in support of our 
ministry work in the church. Your commitment to our 
ministry is encouraging and appreciated.  
 
Supporting our church is central to being good stew-
ards of God’s work. Thank you for all you do! 
 
 

Creating a Planned Giving Program 
 
As we celebrate our 65th Anniversary, the Session of 
Oglethorpe Presbyterian is implementing a Planned 
Giving Ministry. By making provision for Oglethorpe 
Presbyterian in your will, you have the opportunity to 
serve our congregation’s mission for future genera-
tions. Planned Giving options are designed to support 
our outreach and mission ministries, maintain and im-
prove our church building, and endow the future for 
the benefit of those who follow us. At the same time, 
there are possible tax benefits for you and your family. 
 
Endowment gifts are theological statements demon-
strating our faith that we are not the ultimately proprie-
tors and owners, but rather that we are stewards, life-
time guardians entrusted by God to use wisely what 
has been gifted into our hands. When a member cre-
ates an endowment gift for the church during or be-
yond their lifetime, it declares to the present and fu-
ture generations the importance of our faith and trust 
in God. As Deutoronomy 6:11 reminds us, we have 
each have drawn water from wells we did not dig, and 
we have all sat under shade trees we did not plant. 
We each have an opportunity to provide for the minis-
try of the church for generations to come. 
 
During January 2015, you will receive more news and 
information on our launch of our Planned Giving Pro-
gram. Until then, if you have questions, you can speak 
to any of the members of the committee: Jennifer Alli-
son (co-chair), Jardon Bouska (co-chair), Charles 
Hawthorne, Mike Lopata, Chris Soltis, and Brock Tim-
mons.  

STEWARDSHIP 
Cindy Alexander 
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MISSION 
Emily Texter 

The Bargain Shop will be open for business Thursday 
through Saturday, December 4-6, with the following 
schedule:  
Thursday, 12–7pm 
Friday, 9am–2pm 
Saturday, 9am–2pm 
 
Oglethorpe community members are also invited to a 
Pre-Sale on Wednesday, December 3, from 7–9pm. 
All proceeds support the Food Pantry at the Suthers 
Center. 

Three quick ways for you to 
help: 
1. Volunteer. 
2. Donate items. 
3. Shop and save! 
 
If you can lend a hand, please 
see the schedule below for 
when volunteers are needed. 

As people who covenant to help care for the children 
of our church, we are all concerned about their safe-
ty. As a parent, how can you broach the subject of 
sexual abuse with your child? How do you explain 
what is okay and what is not?  
 
On Sunday, December 7, at 2 pm, Nikki Berger from 
the Georgia Center for Child Advocacy will be here to 
teach two new classes: Talking with Children about 
Safety from Sexual Abuse, and Healthy Touch for 
Children and Youth. 
 
To take either of these classes, you must first have 
taken the Stewards of Children class. We are offering 
this class on Thursday, December 4, at 6pm here at 

the church. You can also take the class online at 
www.d2l.org. 
 
The class lasts about two hours and costs $15.   
 
If you want to sign up for any of these modules, 
please let Cheryl Hartman know (404.233.5469,  
cheryl@opcbrookhaven.org) by December 1. 

How Do I Ask My Child... 

Bargain Shop 

Saturday, Nov. 29 
10 am to 2 pm 

Need strong arms to carry boxes. 
Need to move merchandise to floor, sort, and hang. 

Items can be donated. 

Sunday, Nov. 30 
1:00 to 4:00 Items can be donated. 

Need to set up merchandise, sort, and hang. 
 

Monday, Dec. 1 
9:00 to 3:00 Items can be donated. 

Need to set up merchandise, sort, and hang. 

Tuesday, Dec. 2 
9:00 to 3:00 Items can be donated. 

Need to set up merchandise, sort, and hang. 

Wednesday, Dec. 3 
9:00 to 3:00 Items can be donated. 

Need to set up merchandise, sort, and hang. 
  

7:00 to 9:00 
Pre-Sale for OPC Members and friends 
Need Greeters, Baggers, and Cashiers 

Thursday, Dec. 4 
10:00 to 12:00 

Need to set up merchandise, sort, and hang. 
  

12:00-7:00 Sale Day 
7:00 to 9:00 Sale for ICR members 

Need Greeters, Baggers, and Cashiers 

Friday, Dec. 5 
9:00 to 2:00 Sale Day 

Need Greeters, Baggers, and Cashiers 
  

Saturday, Dec. 6 
9:00-2:00 Sale Day 

Need Greeters, Baggers, and Cashiers 
2:00 to 3:30 Clean up and Bag up remains. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Kristi Stephenson 
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Calendar: November, 2014 

Regular Meetings 
(except when noted elsewhere) 

 

Weekly 
Sundays: 
9:00- 9:45 Sunday School for all ages 
10:00am Worship  
 

Tuesdays: 
10am Food Pantry at Suthers Center 
8pm Alcoholics Anonymous (FH) 
 

Wednesdays: 
5:15pm Centering Prayer (Parlor) 
6:15pm Handbell Choir (Sanctuary)  
7:30pm Chancel Choir (Choir Room)  
 

Fridays: 
10 am Food Pantry at Suthers Center 
8pm Alcoholics Anonymous (FH) 
 

Monthly 
 

Third Sundays after Worship 
Session Meeting 
 

Fourth Saturdays 
OPC Serves Dinner at Journey  
 

STEWARDS SERVING 
 
December 7: 
music: Tim Hsu; Chancel Choir, Handbell Choir; liturgist: Reyn 
Langwell; usher/greeters: Charles Hawthorne, Elenor Davis; 
usher/counters: Paul Reynolds, ___; sound/open: ____; refresh-
ments: Debra Hogan; PowerPoint: Brian Pierce; nursery: ____. 
 
December 14: 
music: Tim Hsu; Chancel Choir, Handbell Choir; liturgist: Linda 
Morris; usher/greeters: Steve Greene, ____; usher/counters: 
Eka Cox, Brandon Cassidy; sound/open: _____; refreshments: 
Ruth Anderson; PowerPoint: _______; nursery: _______. 
 
December 21: 
music: Tim Hsu; Chancel Choir, Handbell Choir liturgist: Ingrid 
Kelly; usher/greeters: Kelly Norris, Paul Reynolds; usher/
counters: Jardon Bouska, _______; sound/open: Jean Cox; re-
freshments: Carey Morris; PowerPoint: Mary Ann Hawthorne; 
nursery: Kristi Stephenson. 
 
December 24, Christmas Eve (communion): 
music: Tim Hsu; Chancel Choir, Handbell Choir; liturgist: Donna 
Poseidon; usher/greeters: Bill Balmer, _______; usher/counters: 
Carl Texter, Margy Jones; sound/open: Mark Kelly; refresh-
ments: Diane Leyburn & Eleanor Timmons; PowerPoint: Steve 
Allison; nursery: _______. 
 
December 28: 
music: Tim Hsu; Chancel Choir, Handbell Choir; liturgist: Reyn 
Langwell; usher/greeters: Linda Morris, Jeff Morris; usher/
counters: Bill Cox, Georgia Gunter; sound/open: Geoff Stephen-
son; refreshments: Elizabeth Sanders; PowerPoint: Mike Poley; 
nursery: Ingrid Kelly. 
 
January 4 (communion): 
music: Tim Hsu; Chancel Choir, Handbell Choir; liturgist: Margy 
Jones; usher/greeters: Ruth Walker, _______; usher/counters: 
Eleanor Timmons, Christopher Soltis; sound/open: Mike Lopata; 
refreshments: Emily Texter; PowerPoint: Trent Lopata; nursery: 
Rachel Paterson. 
 
January 11 (communion): 
music: Tim Hsu; Chancel Choir, Handbell Choir; liturgist: Chil-
dren’s Liturgists; usher/greeters: Ric & William Paterson, Lisa 
Kelly; usher/counters: Mark Kelly, _______; sound/open: 
Cortlandt Minnich; refreshments: Earline Wilcott; PowerPoint: 
_______; nursery: Jean Cox. 
 

Calendar Events 
 
Go OUt to Lunch at Oglethorpe Univer-
sity on Sunday, December 7! 
 
Book Club is Monday, December 8, at 
Margy Jones' house. We will be dis-
cussing The Sandcastle Girls by Chris 
Bohjalian. 
 
Save the date for the Women’s Re-
treat: March 13-15, 2015. 
 
Our next church workday is Saturday, 
December 13, from 9am to 12pm. 

Food Pantry 
 
The Food Pantry served 286 house-
holds during October. Total 1109 per-
sons. 536 children. 40 seniors. 11,595 
pounds of food. 756 bags of food. 

The Food Pantry is open Tuesdays 
and Fridays, 10am to 12:30pm. 
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What a wonderful time of year December brings; the 
beautiful lights, the crisp cool weather, the excitement 
of Christmas and the birth of Christ. Please take some 
time for your self to enjoy the season and rejoice.  

We enjoyed our Thanksgiving feast last month. Thank 
you to all who volunteered their time and yummy reci-
pes. Our children were able to taste a wonderful varie-
ty of foods. During the month of November we spoke 
about nutrition, healthy foods, and foods we like. We 
shared in circle times what we are thankful for. We 
thank you all for sharing your precious children with 
us. 

Our food drive for the Oglethorpe Presbyterian Food 
Pantry was a great success. Thank you for contrib-
uting to this wonderful ministry.  

For many years, we have enjoyed sponsoring the less 
fortunate with our Angel Tree. This year we are spon-
soring Thornwell Home, a long time ministry of the 
church, and Precious Jewels. The Thornwell Home is 
home to orphaned children. Precious Jewels is a pre-
school for children of battered mothers. What a valua-
ble lesson and humbling experience it is to assist fam-
ilies and their little ones at Christmas. Please consider 
sponsoring a child by choosing an Angel from our 
Christmas Tree in the lobby. Directions on how to 
sponsor a child are posted above the sign out book.  

Through December we will be practicing Christmas 
songs. Please be sure to join us to hear our children 
sing.  

Our units this month will include: Children Around the 
World, Christmas Holiday Traditions, baby Jesus and 
lots and lots of art for the holidays. Please consider 
sharing with your child’s class how you celebrate the 
holidays – Christmas, Kwanza, Hanukah, family tradi-
tions, etc. 

Dec. 17 – No Lunch Bunch (Teacher Christmas lunch-
eon) 

Dec. 18 & 19 – Christmas Program at 11:00 in Sanctu-
ary 

Dec. 22 – Jan. 5 Closed for the Holidays 

Dec. 22 & 23 Drop and Shop: 9am -2pm  

Jan. 6 – Children return to school 

While shopping at Publix during the Holidays, don’t 
forget to have your Publix Partners in Education for 
OPP scanned every time you shop. We receive a por-
tion of funds back from Publix – it’s as easy as that. 

Have a Wonderful Holiday and a Happy New Year! 

Did you know you can make a donation that supports 
Oglethorpe Presbyterian Preschool and get a credit 
for your Georgia State Taxes? 
 
In 2008, the Georgia General Assembly passed the 
original legislation creating the Georgia Qualified Edu-
cation Expense (QEE) Tax Credit Program. Under this 
program, individuals and corporations can make tax-
credit donations to authorized non-profit organizations 
which can then fund scholarships at private schools in 
Georgia, including schools recommended by the do-
nors. 
 
In 2015, we are partnering with GaSSO (the Georgia 
Student Scholarship Organization, Inc.) to facilitate 
these tax credits and student scholarships. 
 
All you have to do is sign up at https://
www.georgiasso.us/DonationForm.html  to save your 
place in line. Be sure to do so before January 1! All 
signing up does is reserve your place in line. You can 
choose how much to give by March 1.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Georgia QEE Tax Credit Program allows for the 
following limits: 

For individuals who are single, up to $1,000; 
For individuals who are married, up to $1,250; 
For married couples filing jointly, up to $2,500; 
For C Corporations, up to 75 percent of their 

Georgia income tax liability; 
For members of limited liability corporations 

(LLCs), shareholders in Sub-chapter ‘S’ cor-
porations, and partners in partnerships, up 
to $10,000. 

 
The amount of tax credits that can be taken is limited 
to the donor’s tax liability or actual donation amount, 
whichever is less. 

PRESCHOOL 
Beverly Moon 

Georgia State Tax Credits and Supporting Our Preschool 

https://www.georgiasso.us/DonationForm.html
https://www.georgiasso.us/DonationForm.html
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Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church 
Sunday School for All Ages: 9:45 am  ͡Worship:11am  

404.233.5469  ͡www.opcbrookhaven.org  ͡info@opcbrookhaven.org 

Oglethorpe Presbyterian Church 

3016 Lanier Drive, NE 

Atlanta, Georgia 30319 

If you don’t want to receive this by mail,  

please contact the church office:  

404.233.5469, cheryl@
opcbrookhaven.org 

DATED MATERIAL 

EVANGELISM 
Donna Poseidon 

Come celebrate the Advent and Christmas sea-
son on Sunday, December 14, 2014 from 4 to 
5pm at Oglethorpe Presbyterian’s first annual 
Songs of the Season concert! 
 
Led by our Music Director Tim Hsu, the concert 
will feature a variety of music from our Chancel 
Choir, our Handbell Choir, our OPC Band, a mul-
titude of soloists and duets, and our Preschool 
Choir. 

Selections will include a variety of light-hearted 
holiday favorites. Bring the entire family and invite 
your friends for a casual afternoon of holiday mu-
sic and a carol sing-along finale! 
 
Light refreshments will be served after the con-
cert. There is no admission charge. A freewill of-
fering will be collected.  

Songs of the Season Concert 


